THE POLITICAL SYSTEM
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Soviets tor larger aieas like regions ana provinces Ir eaci
republic a Supreme Soviet is elected for a period ot iou-
years This passes all laws relating to the republic, and
elects the Council of People's Commissars (a sort ot
Cabinet), consisting of the heads of each of the Comm s-
sanats or departments (for example, agriculture, finai ce
health, education, local industry)

For the Union as a whole the supreme
body is the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR,
which is divided into two
chambers The first of
these is called the Soviet
of the Union, and is
elected by all citizens,
who elect deputies to it
in electoral districts, or
constituencies, on the
basis of one deputy for
every 300,000 electois
It numbers about 600
deputies, and elections
take place every four years
The second chamber is
called the Soviet of
Nationalities What is
interesting about this is
that it affords a means
of giving each of the large national republics an equal
voice, irrespective of the number of people the republic
contains It has rather more than 570 members, repre-
senting about 60 different nationalities Each Union-
Republic appoints 25 members to it and each autonomous
republic n In addition the autonomous provinces can
each appoint 5, and the smaller national regions i deputy
each Either Chamber can propose laws> but any law has
to have the agreement of both Chambers

The Supreme Soviet meets less frequently than does

KALININ WHO HOLDS AN OFFICE
EQUIV \LENT TO PRESIDED
OF THE USSR